
not over money. Mr. Rogers claimed that 
he had been promised co -star billing, 
which had not eventuated. And he ex- 
plained that since he never has signed a 
contract, he cannot be included with other 
contract holdouts. 

In the one situation that went the limit, 
Tandem let go Michael Evans, who plays 
Lionel in CBS's The Jefferson, and is 
seeking a replacement for him. Mr. Evans 
left the role he created by mutual consent, 
it was said. 

The situation this year was reminiscent 
of last year when such TV stars as Carroll 
O'Connor (All in the Family), Redd Foxx 
(Sanford & Son) and Peter Falk (Colom- 
bo) were locked in disputes principally 
about working conditions, but with dollar 
signs involved. All disputes were finally 
settled, to the extent at least that the 
series continued through last season. 

Last year's controversies and those that 
arose this year, involving several of the 
CBS shows, impelled Robert Wood, CBS 
Television Network president, to warn 
two weeks ago that that network no longer 
was going to acquiesce in salary increases, 
contrary to signed contracts, if it or the 
producing studio did not think them 
worthwhile (BROADCASTING, June 9). Mr. 
Wood termed the holdouts "a contagion 

. that has reached the flash point." No 
official comments have come from ABC 
or NBC, but informally there are indica- 
tions that they too have decided to try to 
hold the line. 

ABC, Soviets finalize plans 
for radio -TV cooperation 

ABC and the USSR State Committee for 
Television and Radio have signed an 
agreement detailing specific projects in an 
exchange of entertainment, news and 
sports television programs. 

The two organizations reached a general 
agreement on a program exchange in a 
Moscow meeting last fall (BROADCASTING, 
Nov. 4, 1974). The contract spelling out 
various programs was signed at a meeting 
in New York. 

One highlight of the exchange will be a 
three -hour TV special on life in the Soviet 
Union to be produced by ABC News and 
carried in prime time on the network. Two 
ABC -TV programs, the early- morning 
AM America and the late -night Wide 

ABC President Elton Rule (r) with Alexandre 
Evstafiev (c), deputy chairman of the Soviet 
broadcast group, and Lev Korolev, director 
of foreign relations for the Soviets. 

World of Entertainment, will produce seg- 
ments in the Soviet Union this year. ABC 
News will be given assistance by State 
Teleradio of the USSR in the preparation 
and production of a special TV documen- 
tary to be carried in advance of the joint 
experimental Soyuz -Apollo space flight, 
scheduled to begin on July 15. 

ABC will give State Teleradio of the 
USSR assistance in the filming of a televi- 
sion program about the U.S. and other 
projects are expected to be developed, par- 
ticularly in radio. 

Two years ago NBC entered into a simi- 
lar long -term agreement with Soviet 
authorities. A NBC spokesman said last 
week that although no programs have 
been exchanged, there has been coopera- 
tion in coverage of news events in each of 
the nations. 

Program Briefs 

Steinberg in syndication. Comedian 
David Steinberg will serve as host in one - 
hour, five - times -per week syndicated 
series to be produced in Edmonton, 
Alberta, by N.W. Video Ltd., new produc- 
tion company here. The David Steinberg 
Show will include permanent company of 
character performers and will have guest 
performers but will eschew politics. It is 
being syndicated by Rhodes Productions, 
Hollywood, division of Filmways. Taping 
will begin in mid -July. 
Game association. Warner Bros. Televi- 
sion and Carruthers Co. have signed ex- 
clusive association for latter to develop 
and produce tape programing for network 
and syndication. William Carruthers, 
president of firm bearing his name, is pro- 
ducer and director of such programs as 
The Dating Game, The Newlywed Game, 
New Zoo Revue and Lee Trevino 's Golf for 
Swingers. He also produced and directed 
daytime Emmy awards telecast last 
month. First project is game show, You 
Don't Say, ordered by ABC for July 
launch, to be produced in association with 
Ralph Andrews Productions. 
Rejected guild reacts. Writers Guild of 
America, West, isn't happy about an- 
nouncement that Producers Guild of 
America has voted to affiliate with Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes. It has asked its members, 500 
of whom are also producers, to vote on 
whether they would like to be affiliated 
with IATSE. Ballots are due back June 18. 
Three weeks ago, PGA said strong ma- 
jority of its members voted to seek IATSE 
affiliation. Move followed last- minute pro- 
posal by Association of Motion Picture 
and Television Producers to negotiate new 
contract; ironically it was original PGA - 
AMPTP contract that was found illegal by 
federal court on ground PGA was 
employer dominated. PGA purged its 
roles and began looking for affiliation, 
among them with WGAW at one time. 
Circus in 82. Time -Life Television sold 
Monty Python's Flying Circus to noncom- 
mercial stations in 19 additional markets, 
bringing series' reach to 82 markets. 
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More 'Love'. Loue, American Style has 
been sold in nine more markets, bringing 
syndication total to 55 stations. U.S. syn- 
dication is handled by Paramount Televi- 
sion Sales Inc. 
Crim crosses border. CKNC -TV Sudbury, 
Ont.; CNHB -TV North Bay, Ont., and 
WKRG -TV Mobile, Ala., have bought Mort 
Crim's minute commentary series. Client 
list now totals 24, according to Aleare 
Communications, Wayne, Pa., producer - 
distributor. 
CBS buys. Metromedia Producers Corp., 
Los Angeles, has sold its MPC Premium 
Packages I and II made -for -television 
movies to WCBS -TV New York and 
xxxT(TV) Los Angeles, both CBS owned 
stations. This brings total markets sold for 
Premium Package I (eight films) to 86, 
and for Premium Package II (12 features) 
to 47. 
Dramas from Britain. Time -Life Televi- 
sion has sold The Onedin Line, 15 one - 
hour dramas produced by BBC, to 
Southern Educational Communications 
Association for use on 61 stations in 14 
states in South. Series revolves around 
building of family shipping business in 
19th century England. 

Corraled. Baltimore Colts and wcBM(AM) 
there have signed new three -year rights 
contract, extending station's association 
with National Football League club to 13 
years. Chuck Thompson will again do 
play -by -play and be joined by Vince Bagli, 
from WBAL -TV Baltimore, on color. Metro 
Communications, Bethesda, Md., will 
work with WCBM in setting up Colts 
regional network in four states and Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

More for automation. The Programme 
Shoppe, division of Alto Communica- 
tions, Hollywood, announces three more 
customers for Rock Unlimited, library 
service and four more for the Big Coun- 
try, service: They are KRIO(AM) McAllen, 
Tex.; wwcr(FM) Peoria, Ill.; and KUAD -FM 
Windsor (Denver), Colo., for the Rock 
Unlimited library, and wxKY(FM) Fair- 
mont, N.C.; xTTL(AM) Dodge City, Kan.; 
WGrc(FM) Bloomington, Ind., and 
WJCO(AM) Jackson, Mich., for Big Coun- 
try. Programme Shoppe also announced 
new Concept 107, contemporary MOR 
format to feature such artists as Carole 
King, The Carpenters, Neil Diamond and 
Cat Stevens. 

'Documents' series sold. RKO televi- 
sion stations have joined list of those 
purchasing The American Documents 13 
one -hour films produced by Post - 
Newsweek Productions and syndicated by 
Gould Entertainment Corp., New York. 
Bicentennial series includes appearances 
by Theodore Bikel, Gloria Swanson, Alice 
Roosevelt Longworth, Alexander Scour - 
by, Clara Bow, Cab Calloway, Henry Fon- 
da, Josephine Baker, Gary Cooper and 
Louis Armstrong. In addition to RKO sta- 
tions and Post -Newsweek Stations, 
KATU(TV) Portland, Ore., KTAR -TV 
Phoenix, wHIO -TV Dayton, Ohio, and 
WPTA -Tv Fort Wayne, Ind., have signed 
on for series. 




